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TURKEY. 
BEIRUT. 

By  Consul  General  Stanley  Hollis. 

The  calendar  year  1914  was  the  most  disastrous  for  business  that 
Svria  in  general  has  experienced  for  many  years.  The  value  of  the 
imports  decreased  from  $20,390,700  in  1913  to  $8,810,675  for  1914  and 
the  exports  from  $7,803,670  to  $2,005,120. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  quantity  and  value  of  imports 
and  exports  at  Beirut  during  the  past  five  years : 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1910. .  r. 

Tons. 

250,628 

238,377 

159,001 

213,230 

125,739 

Tons. 
56,028 
04,818 
58,480 
54,172 
33,881 

525,595,000 

23,334,000 

15,980,000 

20,390,700 

8,810,075 

$9,400,000 

1911  

9,708,000 

1912 

9,875,000 

1913 ; 

7,863,670 

1914 

2,005,126 

These  figures  show  an  enormous  decrease  in  the  commerce  of  this 
port  during  the  past  four  years,  and  these  decreases  can  be  almost 
entirely  attributed  to  the  unsettled  conditions  prevailing  during  that 
time. 

Increased  Imports  of  Cotton  Goods  and  Earthenware — Lack  of  Coal. 

Although  the  j^ear  1914  opened  with  an  overstocked  jtnarket  in 
textiles  (which  constitute  40  per  cent  of  Beirut's  imports),  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year  there  were  large  imports  of  cotton  goods, 
which  amounted,  in  fact,  to  an  excess  over  the  previous  year  of 
nearly  3,000  tons. 

.  There  was  also  a  large  increase  in  the  importation  of  crockery  and 
earthenware,  owing  to  a  great  quantity  of  cheap  and  inferior  goods 
of  these  classes  having  been  dumped  upon  this  market. 

As  regards  other  lines  of  goods  there  was  a  general  falling  off  in 
quantities  and  values. 

The  stock  of  coal  was  allowed  to  become  so  depleted  that  the 
supplies  were  practically  used  up  in  May  of  the  current  year.  In 
consequence  of  the  lack  of  coal  the  gas  works  closed  down  early  in 
the  autumn  of  1914,>  and  has  not  since  reopened,  while  the  railway 
operation  has  been  restricted  to  the  movement  of  troops  and 
supplies. 
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Amounts  of  Imports  During  Past  Two  Years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  into  Beirut  diiriif^    ^| 
1913  and  1914  in  tons  of  2,000  pounds: 


Articles." 


Alcobol 

Barley 

Beans 

Beer  in  1x)lt!es 

Bricks: 

Colored 

Marseille 

Cement 

Chemical    products,     drags, 

medicines 

Cloth 

Coal: 

Fuel 

In  briquets 

CofTee 

Cotton  and  linen  Roods: 

From  ilanchester 

For  iiUcrior  trade 

Cotton  thread 

Crockery  and  earthenware. . . 

Dates 

Flour 

Frait,  fresh 

Glassware 

Hardware 

n emp  Ftraw 

Iron  bars 

Leather,  dressed 


1913 


1914 


Tonn. 

1,033 

0,921 

791 

593 

9S1 
10,534 
3,614 

607 
003 

14,r)97 

30,501 

9:J8 

2,376 
4,209 
1,499 

837 
1, 159 
5, 532 

502 
2,221 
2,553 
43 
7, 620 
1,170 


Tonx. 

OSS 

3, 190 

597 

298 

533 
958 


654 
329 

13,807 

18, 739 

611 

8, 688 

630 
1,005 
3,476 

S58 
1,653 

273 
1,480 

413 

18 

5,  .380 

648 


Articles. 


Lime,  hydraulic... 
Lumber: 

Walnut 

Fir 

Assort  e<l 

Madder  root 

Marble,  un worked. 

NaiLs,  small 

Oils,  n.  e.  s 

Onions 

Paper,  wrapping. . . 

Peddler's  ware 

Petroleum 

Kice 

Sacks,  new 

Sesame 

Sewini»  machines.. 

Sittings 

Skins,  raw 

SnuIT,  Tumbuk... 

Soap 

Stone,  building 

Straw 

Sugar 

Tobacco 

Wheat 

All  other  articles... 


Total 213,230 


TOTU 

6,553 

1,707 
11,458 
5,212 


3, 520 

l,(i::.s 

1,078 

409 

702 

1,815 

12,370 

5, 088 

1,279 

740 

759 

802 

564 

748 

499 

5,665 

916 

8,  462 

14,385 
26, 147 


1914 


Torm. 
4,360 

539 

6,226 

66 

10 

1,407 

730 

827 

211 

345 

1,708 

6,076 

3,800 

435 

326 

128 


557 

3.38 

311 

5, 190 

1,334 

431 

765 

2,519 

19,676 


125, 739 


There  was  a  large  decrease  in  the  imports  of  petroleum  (kerosene) 
during  1914  compared  with  191o.  The  stocks  on  hand  in  Beirut  were 
being  speedily  cornered  by  a  syndicate  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
and  therefore  the  inhabitants  have  been  obliged  to  pay  greatly  in- 
creased prices  for  this  necessary  article.  While  good  kerosene  was 
being  sold  at  20  cents  per  gallon  just  before  and  for  a  few  days  after 
the  war  broke  out,  in  May,  1915,  the  price  w-as  75  cents  per  gallon. 

Increased  Demand  for  American  Goods. 

The  trade  in  American  goods  here  during  the  early  months  of  1914 
Avas  good,  and  dealers  in  these  lines  were  looking  forward  to  a  greater 
trade  than  at  any  period.  The  combined  efforts  of  this  consulate  gen- 
eral, together  with  the  American-Syrian  Chamber  of  Commerce,  as- 
sisted by  a  few  enterprising  business  men,  who  appreciat<}d  the  good 
qualities  of  American  goods,  had  brought  about  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  the  local  demand  for  American  manufactures,  and  this 
increased  demand  bade  fair  to  grow  steadily  and  become  the  basis  of 
an  excellent  market  for  American  goods. 

Unfortunately  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  August  put  a  stop  to  all 
commercial  operations  here.  Many  consignments  of  American  goods 
that  were  in  transit  at  that  time  never  reached  Beirut.  Other  articles 
that  were  about  to  be  shipped  from  New  York  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  were  held  up  for  the  time  being. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  values  of  American  goods  im- 
ported at  Beirut  during  the  past  three  years,  has  l>een  compiled  from 
inquiries  made  in  person  to  every  known  importer  of  American  goods 
in  Beirut.    No  customs  statistics  were  available: 
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Articles. 


and 


Arms 

Automobiles 

bicycles 

Beer 

Books 

Clothing 

Cotton  sheetings. . . 

Cottonseed  oil 

Drugs  and  paints. . 

Fountain  pens 

Furniture 

Galvanized  sheets. . 
Gents'  furnishings. 

Glucose 

Groceries 

Hardware 

Jewelry 

Leather 

Lubricating  oil 

Lumber 

Machinery 


1912 


9,000 
4,009 
1,239 

14,595 

32, 500 
7,S03 
1,158 
1,245 
1,200 
2,505 
1,216 
6,258 

19,004 

583 

2,350 

16, 950 
1,800 

61,206 


1913 


83,946 

1,200 
4,190 
4,704 
1,432 
9,800 

13,311 
8,823 
1,056 

13, 780 
3,500 
6, 970 
4,039 
7,720 

25,423 


7,386 
15,000 
8,075 
7,630 


1914 


S250 

4.450 
3, 800 
1,900 

650 
3,500 
5,400 
2,450 

500 
2,800 
1,400 
2,9t)0 
3,250 
4,300 
6,800 

114 
4,800 
14, 500 
10,800 
6,500 


Articles. 


Musical  instruments 

Oleo  oil 

ParafTiu 

Petroleum 

Photographic  sup- 
plies  

Plaster  casts 

Safety  razors 

Sewing  machines.. 

Shoes  and  boots. . . 

Shoes  (rubber) 

Soap 

Starch 

Stationery 

Surgical  instru- 
ments  

Tubes 

Typewriters 

All  other  articles.. 

Total 


1912 


sua 

19,007 

225 

4,000 

2,500 


1,000 

85,000 

619 

5,000 


2,470 


7,077 


312,012 


1913 


821,609 

"96,066' 

3,652 


1,120 
170,000 
8,600 
10,000 
9,000 
4,039 
792 

1,152 

3,000 

550 

2,551 


474,050 


1914 


$480 

12,000 

800 

28,000 

800 

150 

2,500 

30, 000 

3,400 

6,000 

900 

1,800 

1,300 

350 

700 
680 
500 


171,492 


Exports  from  Beirut. 

The  principal  articles  exported  from  Beirut  during  the  past  two 
years,  with  their  quantities  in  tons  of  2,000  pounds  each,  are  given 
below : 


Articles. 


Apricots,  dried 

Apricot  paste 

Apricot  stones 

Barley 

Bran 

Bricks,  Marseille 

Butter,  native 

Coal; 

Briquets 

Fuel 

Colonial  products  (not  other 

wise  stated) 

Com 

Cotton  and  linen  goods: 

Manchester 

For  the  interior 

Flour 

Fruits,  dried 

Hardware 


1913 

1914 

Tons. 

Tons. 

767 

556 

4,266 

2,174 

956 

386 

2,926 

1, 695 

20 

905 

696 
255 

232 

366 

1,142 

468 

1,094 

593 

179 

263 

545 

2,519 

395 
527 

369 

476 

212 

697 

100 

Articles. 


Lemons,  in  barrels 

Licorice  root 

Lumber,  assorted 

Lumber,  fir 

Marble,  unworked 

Ocher,  red  and  yellow. . 

Olive  stones 

Onions 

Peas 

Wheat: 

Crushed  "Bourgol" 
Other 

Wine  dregs 

Wool,  raw 

Merchandise  in  transit. . 

AH  other  articles 

Total 


1913 


Tons. 
568 
704 
702 
859 
504 
20 
1 
177 
816 

1,178 
1,381 
1,033 
2,019 
14,859 
15, 135 

54, 172 


Tons. 
335 
300 
695 
744 
370 
5 
61 
160 
957 

509 
1,667 


1,217 
6,950 
8,348 


The  export  trade  in  handmade  Syrian  lace,  which  at  one  time 
amounted  to  nearly  $1,000,000  per  annum,  has  disappeared,  and 
there  are  no  signs  of  its  revival. 

Difficulty  in  Marketing  Silk  Crop — Wheat  Crop. 

The  silk  industry,  which  for  many  years  has  been  the  leading 
source  of  livelihood  for  many  people  in  Beirut  and  its  vicinity,  is 
also  in  a  bad  way.  There  was  great  difficulty  in  marketing  the 
1914  crop  owing  to  the  disturbance  in  banking  and  transportation 
facilities,  and  the  same  conditions  Avill  affect  this  year's  output. 
The  current  year's  crop  is  a  small  one,  and  the  prices  that  the  mer- 
chants can  afford  to  pay  the  peasants  for  their  cocoons  are  but  one- 
quarter  those  paid  in  May  of  last  year.  In  fact,  the  merchants  who 
are  buying  up  and  stocking  away  the  raw  silk  are  running  a  great 
risk,  as  at  present  it  is  impossible  to  ship  any  goods  out  of  Syria 
by  sea. 
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The  1914  ■NAlieat  crop  of  Syria  was  an  excellent  one,  estimated  at 
422,000  tons.  In  normal  times  about  80  per  cent  of  the  Syrian  wheat 
crops  are  exported,  mostly  through  the  jiorts  of  Haifa,  Tripoli,  and 
Latakia,  the  remaining  20  per  cent  being  sullicient  for  local  con- 
sumption. At  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  however,  the  exportation 
of  wheat  was  prohibited  and  all  of  the  surplus  stocks  have  been 
held  in  Syria. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  transporting  goods,  and 
especially  wheat,  from  the  interior  to  tlie  scacoast,  such  as  the  lack 
of  freight  trains  which  can  not  be  operated  on  account  of  the  lack 
of  coal  for  the  railways,  and  further  to  the  lack  of  transport  ani- 
mals caused  by  the  general  commandeering  of  animals  for  army  use, 
it  has  been  difficult  to  get  wheat  transported  from  the  interior  to 
the.  coast:  and  the  result  is  a  most  serious  shortage  of  wheat  and 
flour  in  Beirut. 

Declared  Exports  for  United  States. 

The  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  general  at  Beirut 
for  the  United  States  during  1914  were  valued  at  $80,933,  compared 
with  $343,837  in  1913  and  $739,796  in  1912.  The  articles  and  their 
value  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Boolcs 

Bniniiies 

Butter 

Carpets  and  rugs.. 

Cotton  lace 

Gramophones 

Groceries 

Nuts 

Olive  oil 

Olives 


$1,022 

12 

1, 1S5 

1,211 

420,878 

275 

ll,OfVi 

152 


1913 


iU 


$3, 805 
15(>,  885 


1914 


$149 

264 

4,367 

1,126 

16,046 

620 

1,443 

9?i5 

5,815 

7,097 


Art  icles. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Perfumed  water 

$818 

Provisions 

$18-,  0(55 
314 
513 
975 

275,564 
7,050 

$49, 703 

12,133 
851 

SL:; 

S-cins 

118 

Tobacco 

1,34G 
119,522 
12,576 

451 

Wool 

23,958 

All  other  articles... 
Tot^ 

3,812 

739, 796 

343,837 

80,933 

The  articles  invoiced  at  the  consular  agency  at  Damascus  for  the 
United  States  during  1914  were  valued  at  $224,303  compared  with 
$251,299  for  1913.  Tlie  exports  invoiced  at  the  agency  at  Ilaifa  were 
valued  at  $14,489  for  1914  compared  with  $12,101 'for  1913.  The 
articles  and  their  value  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Artidcs 

1013 

1914 

FROM  DAMASCUS. 

Brass  and  copper  work  and 
antiques 

$7,45S 

$9,151 

2,  S2!) 

3,777 

16> 

202 

2,542 

2,615 

999 

10,110 

608 

FROM  UAIFA. 

Brandies 

$374 
2,943 

$43 

Hriis<  and  copper  work  and 

Butter 

8,490 
82 

Carpets  and  rugs 

6, 242 

Butter 

:  uts 

145 

G  rocerie? 

Oliveoil 

3,209 

1,086 

Handkerchiefs 

2,  Si,.6 

Olives 

595 

yuts 

Provisions 

114 

Olives 

5,575 

3,334 

'ii,m'> 

Tot:al 

Silk 

12, 101 

14,4S9 

Skins 

I.IU 

194,324 

1,932 

Wool 

isi.i?? 

9,925 

All  other  artii'les 

Total 

251,299 

224,303 
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TRIPOLI  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  A.ajeut  Ira  Harris,  Tripoli,  Syria. 

The  first  six  months  of  1914  were  the  most  prosperous,  from  a  busi- 
ness viewpoint,  ever  known  at  this  port  and  consular  district,  whereas 
the  hist  six  months  of  the  year  were  the  worst  experienced. 

The  present  war  has  had  a  paralyzing  effect  on  trade  to  and  from 
this  port,  as  over  90  per  cent  of  its  imports  come  from  countries  that 
are  now  at  war. 

During  August  and  a  part  of  September  a  small  quantity  of  mer- 
chandise was  brought  into  this  port  in  order  to  fill  contracts  made 
previous  to  July  1.  The  greater  part  of  these  shipments  was  refused, 
however,  as  the  consignees  were  not  able  to  pay  for  them. 

For  several  years  past,  German  and  Austrian  firms  have  covered 
this  market  systematically,  and  they  have  gradually  increased  their 
sales  to  about  78  per  cent  of  the  total   amount  of  manufactured 
articles  imported  here. 
Limited  Supplies  of  Goods — Importance  of  Import  Trade. 

Owing  to  the  stopping  of  all  import  trade  at  this  port,  the  supply 
of  goods  on  hand  will  soon  be  exhausted,  and  when  the  time  comes 
to  supply  the  demand  for  new  goods  American  exporters  should 
endeavor  to  capture  this  trade. 

American  exporters  will  do  well  to  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  90 
per  cent  of  all  manufactured  goods  and  95  per  cent  of  raw  material, 
such  as  iron,  copper  sheets,  brass,  tin  plates,  lead,  caustic  soda  and 
potash,  dyestuffs,  cotton  thread,  and  wool  yarn,  must  come  from 
abroad.  Cotton  yard  (thread)  and  cotton  tissues,  the  greater  part 
of  which  comes  from  England  and  Germany,  and  the  remainder 
from  Italy  and  Austria,  are  among  the  principal  imports  at  Tripoli. 

The  unbleached  cotton  yarn  is  used  mainly  in  weaving  on  hand 
looms  and,  to  a  small  extent,  on  hand-power  looms. 

If  a  serious  attempt  w^ere  made,  the  writer  feels  sure  that  American 
exporters  of  these  commodities  would  find  a  ready  market  for  their 
products  here  as  soon  as  local  conditions  become  normal. 
Popularity  of  American  Shoes — Other  Imports. 

American  shoes  find  a  ready  market  here,  the  styles  and  shape  of 
which  seems  to  suit  the  local  trade.  Boots  and  shoes  made  in  Eng- 
land and  Germany,  and  which  closely  resemble  the  American  make, 
are  imported  here,  but  they  are  not  so  popular  as  American  shoes,  as, 
although  they  sell  for  the  same  price,  the  quality  of  the  leather  is  not 
so  good  as  that  used  in  American  shoes. 

German  and  Austrian  table  Imives,  pocket  knives,  scissors,  and 
razors  have  superseded  those  of  other  countries,  as  they  are  cheap  in 
price,  which  fact  alone  is  sufficient  to  influence  the  local  buyer. 

The  fact  that  such  goods  must  be  cheap  and  have  a  gaudy  appear- 
ance is  witnessed  by  the  thousands  of  pocket  knives  with  bright  finish 
and  inferior  blades  that  are  sold  annually  in  this  market.  Table 
articles  to  a  considerable  amount  are  imported  into  this  market  from 
Germany  and  Austria,  which  are,  for  the  most  part,  cheap  in  i^rice, 
and  if  one  wants  to  consider  cheapness  rather  than  quality,  they  suit 
very  well.  Carpenters'  and  masons'  tools  find  a  ready  market,  as  do  all 
kinds  of  shoe  findings,  leather  for  uppers  and  soles,  the  former  com- 
ing from  Germany  and  the  latter  from  Italy  almost  exclusively. 
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Rice,  of  which  large  quantities  are  imported,  comes  from  Rangoon, 
India,  Egypt,  and  Italy;  flour  is  imported  from  Russia,  France,  and 
Italy;  coli'ee  from  Italy  and  Arabia;  and  sugar  is  purchased  from 
Russia,  Germany,  Austria,  and  a  small  fjuantity  from  France. 
Canned  goods  come  from  France,  Great  Britain,  Italy,  Spain,  and  the 
Netherlands. 

Kerosene  is  bought  from  Russia,  the  United  States,  and  Roumania, 
and  motor  spirits  from  the  United  States  and  Russia.  German}^  and 
the  United  States  furnish  this  market  Avith  wire  nails.  Iron  and  steel 
bars  are  purchased  in  Belgium  and  Germany,  while  galvanized-iron 
sheets  are  imported  from  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
Great  Britain  and  Egypt  are  the  sources  of  supply  for  caustic  soda 
and  potash.  Cement  and  water  lime,  also  building  materials,  such  as 
roof  and  floor  tiles,  in  large  quantities  are  ordered  from  France, 
while  Italy  still  holds  the  market  in  marble  for  floors  and  other  pur- 
poses. 

Demands  of  the  Trade. 

One  can  only  repeat  what  has  been  stated  in  past  reports,  viz,  that 
this  market  re<|uires  for  the  most  part  looks,  not  quality,  cheap,  not 
expensive,  articles,  for  the  purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  is 
limited,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  conditions  will  change  uiuch  in  the 
near  future.  This  is  a  good  market  for  staple  products  and  the  local 
merchants  have  a  mind  of  their  own  as  to  what  they  want,  and  they 
will  purchase  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  goods  directly  from  a 
commercial  agent,  when,  on  the  other  hand,  they  will  spend  only  a 
limited  sum  through  mail  orders.  The  knowledge  of  the  custom 
has  been  taken  advantage  of  by  German  and  Austrian  firms,  which 
explains  the  wonderful  success  these  countries  have  experienced  in 
selling  goods  in  this  market  during  the  past  decade. 

Exports  from  Tripoli  for  United  States. 

The  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consular  agency  at  Tripoli, 
Syria,  for  the  United  States  during  1914  were  valued  at  $22,713 
compared  with  $40,205  for  1913.  The  articles  and  their  value  were 
as  follows: 


Articles. 

1913 

1911 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Butter 

$2, 69S 
239 
2-19 
4-19 

i.ieo 

8, 350 

1,569 

13 

Provisions 

llS.rtTS 
7,223 
3,  445 
5,438 

$2f;f. 
5, 155 

Skins 

$4,013 

2,801 

495 

Tobacco 

Handkerchiefs 

V>'ool 

Nuts 

All  other  articles 

671 

Olive  oil 

Total 

Olives               

40, 205 

22  713 

MERSINA. 

By  Consul  ESdTvard  I.  \athaii. 

The  consular  district  of  Mersina,  Turkey,  includes  the  entire  Prov- 
ince of  Adana,  the  Sanjak  of  Ca^sarea,  Province  of  Angora,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  Province  of  Konia.  The  Anatolian  Railroad  has, 
however,  diverted  all  trade  from  Konia  to  Constantinople,  and 
Adalia  is  the  port  of  the  district  of  that  name  on  the  Mediterranean. 
Practically,  therefore,  Mersina  is  only  the  port  for  the  Province  of 
Adana  and  to  some  extent  for  Caisarea. 
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The  Adana  Province  has  an  area  of  about  20,000  square  miles  and 
a  population  of  400,000,  mostly  Turks  and  Armenians.  The  prin- 
cipal cities  are  Adana  (population  G5,000),  Tarsus  (population 
35,000),  and  Mersina  (population  20,000).  The  topography  of  the 
Province  is  varied.  The  Cicilian  Plain,  which  is  cultivated  with 
cotton  and  cereals,  is  the  principal  feature.  There  is  also  a  vast 
mountainous  district,  the  Taurus  and  Amanus  Mountains,  wdiich 
contains  large  and  valuable  forests  of  pitch  pine  and  other  woods 
and  deposits  of  chrome,  copper,  iron,  and  lignite.  A  number  of 
industries  have  also  sprung  up  to  utilize  these  various  products. 
Many  flour  mills,  some  of  which  are  equij^ped  with  modern  roller- 
process  machinery,  cotton-ginning  plants,  spinning  mills,  and  other 
industrial  establishments  are  located  in  the  Adana  Province. 

Transportation  Facilities — Agricultural  Development. 

This  Province  has  had  a  rapid  development  of  late  because  of  im- 
proved transportation  facilities.  The  Mersina-Adana  Railroad  has 
been  practically  reconstructed  and  equipped  with  much  new  rolling 
stock.  It  connects  w4th  the  new  Bagdad  Railroad,  which  extends 
across  the  Province  and  will  Imk  Mersina  with  Constantinople  and 
the  Persian  Gulf  as  opposite  termini.  The  transportation  of  mer- 
chandise by  camel  to  various  points  beyond  the  railroads  still  con- 
tinues on  a  large  scale. 

While  a  large  part  of  the  Cilician  plain  is  under  cultivation,  vast 
tracts  of  swamp  land  can  be  reclaimed,  and  a  system  of  irrigation 
would  greatly  improve  the  cotton  culture.  Plans  to  this  end  are  be- 
ing considered  for  execution  in  the  near  future.  An  extensive  sys- 
tem of  irrigation  has  just  been  put  into  operation  on  the  plain  of 
Konia,  and  the  productivity  of  over  2,000  square  miles  of  valuable 
farm  land  has  been  greatly  increased.  The  works  were  constructed 
by  a  German  company. 

The  farmers  of  the  Adana  plain  have,  however,  been  more  enter- 
prising than  those  of  other  parts  of  Turkey  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
modern  agricultural  implements  and  machinery,  but,  unfortunately, 
American  manufacturers  of  such  have  not  fully  profited  by  the  op- 
portunities these  changed  conditions  afforded.  The  wooden  plow 
has  largely  been  superseded  by  steel  plows.  Wliile  a  few  of  these  have 
been  imported  from  the  United  States,  they  are  mostly  of  German 
manufacture.  A  large  number  of  steam  plowing  and  thrashing  ma- 
chines are  also  in  use,  principally  of  British  origin.  American  reap- 
ers, however,  enjoy  a  practical  monopoly  both  in  Adana  and  Konia. 
Apart  from  private  initiative  the  Government  Agricultural  Bank 
and  schools  of  agriculture  have  done  much  to  extend  the  use  of  all 
such  modern  implements. 
Cereal  Crops  Below  Normal — Sesame-Seed  Yield. 

The  cereal  crops  failed  to  come  up  to  expectations  last  year  both 
as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  The  heavy  rains  in  May  and  June 
spoiled  crops  everywhere  in  the  Province.  This  was  especially  true 
in  the  fertile  district  of  Djilian,  where  wheat  had  to  be  sold  at  a  price 
30  to  40  per  cent  below  normal.  Very  few  exports  of  cereals  were 
made,  because  of  the  prohibition  of  same  after  August  1.  Many 
shipments  to  other  parts  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  were,  however,  made 
prior  to  November  1,  but  the  stocks  left  were  more  than  sufficient  for 
local  use. 
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The  following  is  an  estimate,  in  tons,  of  the  principal  crops  and 
the  quantities  exported:  Barley,  yield.  9.000;  exports,  900;  oats,  yield, 
3,500;  exports,  1,500;  Avheat,  yield,  19,000;  exports,  1,800. 

The  yield  of  sesame  seed  was  good  and  totaled  about  4,000  tons, 
of  which  :2.500  tons  were  exported.  The  declared  exports  of  sesame 
seed  to  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $7,225  and  those  of  taheen 
(crushed  seed)  at  $4,075. 

Output,  Shipments,  and  Price  of  Cotton,  etc. — Other  Exports. 

The  cotton  crop  of  1914  reached  a  total  of  115,000  bales,  but  owing 
to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and  local  measures  cxi)orts  were  few  until 
February  of  1915.  The  total  exports  in  1914  did  not  exceed  40,000 
bales,  of  which  the  greater  part  consisted  of  the  remainder  of  the 
1913  crop.  The  price  of  local  cotton,  which  was  8  cents  per  pound 
at  the  beginning  of  1914,  fell  to  about  4  cents  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
The  ginning  and  pressing  of  the  entire  crop  is  done  locally. 

There  are  four  cotton-spinning  mills  in  this  Province,  with  a  total 
of  42,000  spindles.  Their  activity  was  somewhat  restricted  last  year, 
but  was  increased  early  in  1915.  During  the  latter  half  of  1914  only 
40G.700  pounds  of  yarn  were  produced,  while  in  the  same  period  of 
1913  the  production  amounted  to  1,053,000  pounds.  This  is  only 
one-third  of  the  capacity  of  the  mills.  There  are  also  two  cottonseed 
oil  mills  in  Mersina,  having  a  total  capacity  of  over  800  tons  per 
month.  Only  one  of  these  mills  was  in  operation  m  1914,  and  then 
only  for  short  periods.  A  large  part  of  the  local  yield  of  cotton  seed 
is  usually  exported  to  Great  Britain,  but  the  outbreak  of  the  war  pre- 
vented such  shipments. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities  only  small  quan- 
tities of  gum  tragacanth  and  yellow  berries  for  dyeing  were  brought 
from  the  interior.  Only  about  35  tons  of  the  gum.  with  an  estimated 
value  of  $28,000,  were  "exported  in  1914.  Of  this  about  20  tons  of 
the  better  grades,  valued  at  $19,171,  were  destined  for  the  United 
States.  Exports  of  yellow  berries  agirreirated  250  tons,  valued  at 
$60,000.  AVool  shipments  in  1914  only  totiiled  $9,200.  In  1913  they 
amounted  to  $45,548  and  in  1912  to  $84,593.  Sausage  casings  also 
constitute  an  important  local  item  of  export,  of  which  $9,920  worth, 
or  about  one-third,  went  to  the  United  States. 
Exports  for  United  States. 

The  articles  invoiced  at  the  consulate  during  1914  for  shipment 
to  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $43,427,  compared  with  $45,890 
for  1913  and  $90,439  for  1912.  The  articles  and  their  values  for 
the  three  years  and  the  quantities  for  1914  follow : 


Artic'es. 


1913 


1014 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Carpets  and  ni?3 . 
Gum  tragaf'anth. 
Sausage  casings. . 

Seeds!  sesame 

Taheen 

Wool 

All  othtr    rticles. 

Tot^il 


S8,870 
2-1, 15.'? 

8,7R6 
12,. ^!7 
42,293 


90,439 


820,818 

10,189 

5,428 

9,137 

177 

141 

45,890 


95  square  yards 
43,517  pounds. 


2,594  bushels.. 
49.196  pounds. 
aC-TSO  pounds. 


«217 
19,171 
9,920 
7,225 
4,075 
2,819 


43,42r 
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Import  Trade  Methods. 

The  wholesale  business  of  this  district  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  a 
few  merchants  and  exporters  in  Mersina  and  Adana.  Most  of  these 
have  small  unpretentious  offices,  which  give  no  idea  of  the  volume  of 
business  they  transact.  Imports  are  usually  made  only  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  meet  the  current  demands,  ai;id  goods  are  delivered  im- 
mediately upon  arrival  to  the  retailers.  The  retail  business  is  done 
principally  in  small  booths  in  the  bazars  of  the  towns.  There  are, 
however,  a  number  of  large  stores,  and  a  department  store  was  re- 
cently opened  in  Adana.  Payment  for  imports  is  generally  made 
through  local  banks,  which  hold  the  shipping  documents  at  the  arrival 
of  the  merchandise.  Foreign  credits  are  exceptional,  but  are  allowed 
to  well-laiown  firms  and  for  goods  which  must  be  sold  on  installment 
payments,  such  as  machinery.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  few  Ameri- 
can firms  have  thus  far  been  willing  to  do  business  here  on  such  con- 
ditions. As  a  result  the  only  American  goods  sold  here  are  such  as 
enjoy  exceptional  advantages  in  quality  or  price  over  those  of  Euro- 
pean manufacture. 

General  Trade  Conditions. 

Even  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  European  war  conditions  in 
Mersina  were  depressed,  owing  to  the  financial  stringency  which  fol- 
lowed the  Balkan  wars.  The  European  war,  however,  stopped  all 
credits  and  advances  on  merchandise  by  banks.  The  regular  rate  of 
interest  became  9  per  cent,  but  was  actually  much  higher  and  con- 
tinued so.  Banking  business  was  confined  principally  to  liquidating 
outstanding  debts,  and  in  most  cases  this  was  accomplished  despite 
the  moratorium  through  the  acceptance  of  payment  in  kind.  Orders 
for  merchandise  from  abroad  were  either  canceled  or  could  not  be 
shipped.  The  export  trade  suffered.  For  a  long  time  there  was  no 
demand  abroad  for  cotton,  the  principal  local  product,  and  the  mili- 
tary authorities  prohibited  the  exportation  of  cereals  after  August  1. 

The  general  decline  in  trade  is  indicated  by  the  following  figures : 
The  value  of  the  imports  for  the  months  of  July  to  December,  1913, 
was  $2,028,958,  while  for  the  same  months  in  1914  their  value  de- 
creased to  $310,521.  The  exports  for  the  last  six  months  of  1913  were 
valued  at  $2,059,622,  compared  with  $986,225  for  the  same  period  in 
1914. 

Some  of  the  Articles  of  Import — American  Goods. 

No  detailed  statistics  of  imports  for  1914  are  available  for  com- 
parison with  the  various  items  enumerated  in  the  statistics  for 
1913  [see  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Sept.  24,  1914], 
but  inquiry  has  proven  that  the  decrease  in  most  items  was  propor- 
tional to  the  total.  Imports  of  goods  usually  made  in  the  spring  did 
not  suffer.  Thus  the  imports  of  bags  and  bagging  for  wheat  and 
cotton  packing  which  in  1913  were  valued  at  $188,000  are  estimated 
to  have  been  worth  $165,000  in  1914.  Machinery  also  usually  arrives 
early  in  the  year,  but  orders  were  fewer  than  in  1913,  and  imports 
did  not  exceed  $110,000  in  value,  which  was  about  one-fourth  that  of 
the  previous  year.  About  250  American  reapers  were  imported  as 
usual,  but  many  remained  unsold.     Imports  of  American  pumps 
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declined  to  $050  in  value  from  the  previous  year's  figure  of  $2,541. 
Se\vin<?  machines  showed  an  increase — $.")-2.SU0  in  1914:  and  $42,697 
in  191o.     None  Avere  imported  from  the  United  States. 

Imports  of  oleo  oil  in  1914  did  not  exceed  $40,000,  of  which  $23,424 
woi-th  was  from  the  United  States.  In  1918  such  imports  were 
valued  at  $14G.8(')T.  but  of  this  only  $10,053  worth  was  of  American 
origin.  IVtroleum  imports  in  1914  were  valued  at  $74,900,  while  in 
1913  they  totaled  $189,928.  Imports  of  American  petroleum  in  1914 
were  valued  at  $19,300.  which  compared  favorably  with  those  of 
1913.  amounting  to  $22,000.  In  1914  there  were  also  imported  from 
the  United  State's  530  barrels  of  mineral  oil  valued  at  $3,808,  and  800 
cases  of  motor  spirit  valued  at  $2,400.  Imports  of  American  starch 
and  glucose  in  1914  were  valued  at  $1,702,  while  in  1913  thev  totaled 
$9,147. 

Imports  of  galvanized  sheet  iron  decreased  from  $05,714  in  1913 
to  $29,202  in  1914.  The  latter  was  entirely  of  British  origin,  while  in 
1913  a  small  imi)ortation  valued  at  $2,022  was  made  from  the  United 
States.  About  $1,000  worth  of  barbed  wire  was  also  imported  from 
the  Ignited  States  and  $1,200  worth  from  Great  Britain  in  1914. 
Large  orders  for  American  sheet  iron  and  nails  had  been  given  for 
fall  delivery. 

One  of  the  heaviest  decreases  occurred  in  the  item  of  coal.  Im- 
ports of  coal  declined  from  $227,614  in  1913  to  $48,875  in  1914.  Im- 
l)<)rts  of  cotton  goods  in  1914  were  valued  at  only  $1,500,000,  while  in 
1 913  their  value  was  $2,420,000.  None  was  imported  from  the  United 
States.    Great  Britain  and  Italy  were  the  principal  sources  of  supply. 

Trade  Prospects — Interest  in  American  Goods. 

AMiilo  surface  conditions  are  not  promising  for  the  future,  3'et  it 
can  Ije  safely  stated  that  as  soon  as  the  war  is  over  this  part  of  Turkey 
will  quickly  recover  from  its  effects.  There  is  abundant  cash  among 
the  farmers,  who  sold  their  cotton  at  fair  prices  and  were  protected 
by  the  moratorium  from  immediate  payment  of  their  debts.  Stocks 
of  merchandise,  particularly  foodstuffs,  hardware,  and  cotton  goods 
liii\e  been  or  will  soon  be  depleted,  and  will  require  replenishing, 
AViiilc  merchants  were  hit  hard  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  they  have 
more  than  recouped  their  initial  losses  by  the  rise  in  ])rice  of  their 
stocks.  American  goods  will  find  a  ready  market  locally  as  soon  as 
shii)ping  is  reestablished,  and  the  merchants  will  be  ready  and  able 
to  pay  for  all  their  requirements.  Local  importers  have  continued 
their  interest  in  American  articles,  as  evinced  by  the  continued  re- 
quests at  this  consulate  for  American  commercial  literature.  Most 
of  the  prominent  importers  have  also  continued  their  membership  in 
the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  Levant.  The  trade 
conferences  held  by  the  writer  in  the  United  States  in  1914  also 
served  to  bring  local  merchants  into  closer  touch  with  certain  Ameri- 
can firms. 

Concessions  and  Enterprises  Halted. 

During  1914  two  im])ortant  concessions  were  granted  to  British 
comj^anies.  One  was  a  forestry  concession  to  cut  timber  in  the  Tau- 
rus Mountains,  and  the  other  was  a  mining  concession  to  work  cer- 
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tain  iron  deposits  near  Aj^^as.  Operations  on  both  concessions  were 
stopped  because  of  the  war.  The  local  chrome  mines  were  also  prac- 
tically neglected.  Water  works  and  other  pnblic  improvements 
planned  for  the  city  of  Adana  were  abandoned,  and  the  electric  light- 
ing of  Mersina,  the  installation  of  the  plant  for  which  was  about  to 
have  been  made  as  the  war  broke  out,  has  again  been  halted.  The 
building  projects  of  American  petroleum  companies  to  facilitate  the 
handling  of  their  steadily  increasing  business  in  Turkey  were  also 
abandoned. 
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Commerce  of  Adalia,  Asia  Minor, 

The  port  of  Adalia  is  almost  entirely  dependent  for  trade  upon 
Smyrna,  Constantinople,  and  the  neighboring  archipelago.  It  was 
therefore  similarly  affected  by  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Thus  the 
value  of  all  shipments  from  Adalia  decreased  from  $1,390,194  in 
1913,  to  $069,134  for  1914.  The  latter  included  the  following  items : 
Charcoal  and  timber,  $137,410;  flour,  $356,080;  licorice  root,  $15,874 
(for  United  States);  live  stock,  $27,868;  sesame  seed,  $46,896; 
wheat,  $25,970;  wool,  $12,124;  all  other  articles,  $46,912. 

The  value  of  direct  imports  at  Adalia,  as  indicated  by  the  custom- 
house statistics,  in  1914  was  only  $186,452,  while  in  1913  it  was 
$285,787.  The  greater  part  of  the  goods  arriving  at  Adalia,  however, 
consists  of  reexports  from  Smyrna  and  elsewhere  and  these  also 
showed  a  large  decrease.  Thus  the  total  value  of  all  imports,  direct 
and  indirect,  in  1913  was  $994,017,  while  in  1914  it  fell  to  $494,020. 
The  following  table  gives  the  principal  items  and  indicates  the 
articles  consumed  in  Adalia : 


Articles. 


Bags,  empty 

Chemicals  and  dru 

Coflee 

Cotton  goods: 

Fabrics 

Yarns 

Glassware 

Hardware 

Machinery 

Metals 


1913 


11, 
53, 

306, 
66, 
21, 

15S, 
42, 
14, 


$20, 
5, 
29, 

100, 
32, 

8, 

28, 

2, 

4, 


Articles. 


Petroleum , 

Rice , 

Soap 

Sugar , 

Tobacco , 

Wines  and  spirits 
All  other  articles. 

Total , 


1913 


$17,091 

14,638 
25,705 
89. 193 
42, 5S2 
5,908 
82, 121 


997,017 


88, 693 
7,006 
16, 255 
99,286 
40,391 
8,664 
81,509 


494,020 


Of  the  foregoing  imports,  only  a  few  sewing  machines,  plows,  and 
pumps,  and  some  petroleum  were  from  the  United  States. 

Shipping  at  Mersina  and  Adalia. 

Despite  the  war  the  number  of  steamers  calling  in  1914  at  Mersina 
was  555,  which  was  32  more  than  in  1913.  At  Adalia  the  number 
was  310,  while  in  1913  it  was  only  136.  These  increases  are  largely 
due  to  the  frequent  calls  of  Italian  steamers,  which  after  the  out- 
break of  war  secured  the  business  that  had  gone  to  Austrian  and 
German  ships.  After  November  the  Italian  steamers  obtained  prac- 
tically a  monopoly  of  local  shipping.  Their  principal  rivals  were 
the  steamers  of  the  Archipelago  American  Co.,  an  American-owned 
corporation.    In  the  following  summary  of  the  shipping  at  the  ports 
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of  Mersinu  and  Adalia,  these  steamers  are  credited  to  the  United 
States. 


Countries. 


Adalia. 


Number.   Tonnage.  Number.   Tonnage 


Austria 

Uelpium 

]Uilf;aria 

France 

Gcrmanj- 

drercc 

llalv 

Netherlands 

I'ersia 

Uoumania 

Russia 

Sweden 

Turkey 

United  Kingdom. 
United  States 


Total. 


64,997 


■2 
14 

25 
3.3 

201 
1 

10 

(.2 

1 

1 

103 
02 


5,074 

30,758 

47.104 

37,223 

272,097 

1,070 

3,43ti 

12.975 

132,993 

1.021 

Ml 

ir.8.599 

44,248 


555 


823,052 


27 
200 


310 


8.000 
2,753 
2,537 


8,057 
272,56<> 


2,447 
20.803 
15,474 


339,090 


TREBIZOND. 


D}-  Vice  Consul   I.<«ninh  Moiitc.iunto. 

At  the  beginning  of  last  j'ear  the  business  people  of  the  Trebi/ond 
district  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  year  1914  would  make  up  to  a 
great  extent  for  the  hard  times  and  losses  following  the  Italo- 
Turkish  and  the  Balkan  Wars.  After  the  European  war  broke  out, 
however,  these  exjiectations  came  to  naught. 

FolloAving  the  decree  of  general  mobilization  in  August,  the  first 
step  was  the  canceling  by  importers  of  all  their  previous  orders. 
In  September,  tlie  busiest  time  for  exports,  the  Dardanelles  were 
closed,  which  stopped  almost  entirely  all  the  ex])orts  and  imports  of 
Trebizond.  In  November  an  enem}'^  fleet  bombarded  for  the  first 
time  the  city  of  Trebizond,  which  bombardment  paralj-zed  all  busi- 
ness, the  people  leaving  for  the  villages  and  the  market  being  kept 
l^ractically  closed. 

Trade  Statistics  of  Trebizond. 

There  are  no  official  statistics  available  showing  the  trade  of 
Trebizond  with  foreign  coun.tries.  The  statistics  of  im])orts  and  ex- 
ports given  later  in  this  report  are  those  based  on  information  re- 
ceived from  merchants  interested  in  each  branch  of  the  import  and 
export  trade,  from  the  foreign  steamship  companies.  l)anks.  etc.  It 
was  difficult  to  secure  the  necessary  data  for  last  year  owing  to  the 
abnormal  conditions.  The  merchants  have  left  the  city  for  the 
villages  in  a  great  many  instances,  the  foreign  steamship  agencies 
have  been  closed,  the  bankers  rarely  come  to  the  city  and  at  irregular 
intervals.  Even  the  Imperial  Ottoman  Bank  opens  its  doors  only 
three  days  in  the  week,  and  that  for  tliree  hours  each  da}',  and  the 
market  that  we  used  to  study  keeps  practically  closed. 

The  influence  of  the  war  upon  the  trade,  and  particularly  for  this 
district  the  closing  of  the  Dardanelles,  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the 
imports  decreased  in  value  from  $8,245,000  in  1913  to  $4,835,000  for 
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1914.  The  imports  from  July  1  to  December  31, 1914,  were  valued  at 
but  $52,015.     The  exports  decreased  in  value  from  $4,106,790  for 

1913  to  $1,756,300  for  1914.    The  exports  for  the  last  six  months  of 

1914  amounted  to  but  $391,428.  The  following  table  shows  the  value 
of  the  imports  into  and  exports  from  the  port  of  Trebizond  dur- 
ing 1914: 


Articles. 


IMPOKTS. 

Agricultural  imple- 
ments   

Bags  and  baggings.. 

Barbed  wire 

Candles 

Canned  goods 

Cement  and  lime 

Clothing: 

Ready  made 

Secondliand 

Coflee 

Copper  and  manu- 
factures of 

Corn 

Cotton    goods   and 
yarn 

Drugs 

Dyes  and  paints 

Enameled  ware 

Fezzes 

Fish,  salted 

Flour 

Furniture 

Glassware  and 
crockery 

Haberdas"hery 

Hardware 

Hides  and  skins 

Iron,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Jewelry  and  watches 


Value. 


$5,250 
37, 950 
18,630 
19,860 
21,090 
30,010 

9,630 
27, 530 
96, 620 

68, 960 
167,560 

1,685,390 
3,. 560 
10,020 
S,  !80 
15, 130 
5,990 
S68, 170 
12,910 

33,900 
18,310 
67, 220 
13, 650 

101,910 
23,500 


Articles. 


IMPORTS  —continued 

Lamps 

Leather  and  shoes . . 

Macaroni  and  bis- 
cuits  

Matc-hej 

Nails  and  wire 

Olives  and  olive  oil. 

Paper 

Petroleum 

Rice 

Rubber  shoes 

Sewing  machines... 

Shawls 

Silk  and  velvet 

Soap 

Stoves, oil,  and 
v/ood 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tiles  and  bricks.... 

Tin,  zinc,  etc 

Tobacco , 

Wlieat  and  barley. . 

Wine,  alcohol,  etc.. 

Wood:  Boards,  tim- 
l)er,  etc , 

Woolen  goods , 

Another  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$6,310 
103,960 

8, 150 
43,020 
21,990 
98, 630 
36,910 
69, 890 
96, 180 
27,610 
16,570 

7,360 
38, 970 
48,190 

2,230 
412,910 
107,080 
10,510 
20, 980 
98,300 
41,920 
47,210 

73,030 
132, 930 
385, 860 


4,835,490 


Articles. 


EXPORTS. 

Beans  and  lentUs . . . 

Beef,  dried 

Butter 

Carpets  and  rugs 

Cattle 

Cheese 

Coflfee 

Copper  ore 

Cotton  cloth 

Eggs 

Filberts 

Fruits  and  vegeta- 
bles  

Gums 

Leather 

Linen  cloth 

Mineral  water 

Oil,  porpoise 

Sausage  casings 

Sheep  and  goats 

Skins,  sheep,  and 
goat 

Tchirish  (shoemak- 
er's paste) 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Walnuts 

Wax,  bee 

Wool 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$54,630 

19,380 

9,730 

23,120 

23, 910 

12, 630 

1,540 

3,260 

5,490 

81,350 

592, 920 

37, 610 
14,530 
46,290 
15, 930 
5,690 
8,150 
11,320 
403,610 

113,080 

12, 640 
152,530 
2,530 
2,490 
8,170 

93, 770 


1,756,300 


Possibilities  of  the  District. 

This  district  is  -an  agricultural  and  not  an  industrial  one;  and 
although  it  remains  undeveloped,  it  is  rich  in  mines  and  forests,  with 
vast  and  rich  plains,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  water  power.  If 
proper  attention  was  paid  to  the  development  of  the  country,  and 
particularly  to  railroads,  and  to  the  improvement  of  communication 
and  transportation  facilities,  it  should  not  be  long  before  this  district 
enters  into  a  prosperous  era. 

War  has  brought  the  people  in  contact  with  modern  improvements, 
such  as  automobiles,  motor  boats,  etc.,  and  their  advantage  over  the 
old  system  has  been  so  evident  that  it  is  believed  after  the  war  is 
over  there  is  going  to  be  a  considerable  demand  for  the  same. 

Another  important  point  for  American  exporters  is  that  this  dis- 
trict, unable  to  import,  has  used  up  all  the  available  stock,  therefore 
when  steamship  communication  is  resumed  there  will  be  a  great  de- 
mand for  all  the  articles  listed  in  the  table  of  imports  and  for  other 
articles.  Owing  to  the  depleted  stock  the  price  of  leather  has  in- 
creased considerably ;  sugar  sells  for  21  cents  per  pound,  petroleum  at 
$4  to  $4.40  per  can,  etc.,  and  people  are  glad  to  get  them  even  at  these 
prices.  Fortunately  for  Trebizond,  at  the  time  the  imports  stopped 
there  was  a  considerable  stock  in  this  market  in  transit  for  the  in- 
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terior,  which  for  lack  of  mean.s  of  transportation  has  been  left  and 
consumed  here.  It  therefore  follows  that  the  demand  for  goods  in 
the  hinterland  will  be  even  greater  than  in  the  coast  towns. 

American  Exporters  Should  be  Cautious  in  Granting  Credits — Banking  Conditions. 

This  office  has  in  the  past  repeatedly  reported  the  soundness  of  this 
market.  It  is  natural,  however,  that  after  a  crisis  some  changes  are 
inevitable,  and  American  firms  that  intend  entering  into  commercial 
I'clations  with  this  market  should  take  certain  precauticms  with  re- 
gard to  granting  credits.  American  exporters,  however,  that  are 
unwilling  to  change  their  system  and  insist  on  cash  with  order  have 
no  chance  of  doing  business  with  this  market ;  cash  on  delivery  is  the 
only  accejitable  term. 

Exporters  should  enter  immediately  into  communication  with  im- 
porters and  come  into  some  understanding  in  regard  to  their  goods, 
prices,  and  terms,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  .send  their  goods  when  steam- 
ship communication  is  reestablished. 

Monej'  is  scarce  throughout  the  district.  Although  the  Trcbizond 
branch  of  the  Imperial  Ottoman  Bank  paid  in  full  all  the  money 
deposited  with  that  institution,  and  most  of  the  other  banking  houses 
have  done  their  best  to  refund  to  their  depositors,  either  totally  or  in 
part,  there  still  remains  unpaid  a  large  sum  floating  on  tlie  market,  at 
an  interest  of  9  per  cent  and  protected  by  the  moi-atorium. 

The  Tobacco  and  Filbert  Crops. 

The  tobacco  crop  of  1914  was  of  good  quality  and  was  over  1 .000.000 
pounds  more  in  (juantity  than  the  crop  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
following  table  shows  tlic  tobacco  exports  from  the  Trebizond-Pla- 
tana  region  in  1914,  amounting  only  to  500,417  pounds,  against  y.olT),- 
259  for  the  preceding  year.  Fortunately  tobacco  improves  in  (juality 
by  remaining  one  or  two  years;  therefore  it  is  hoped  that  there  will 
be  no  important  loss  on  this  article. 


Exported  to — 

Pounds. 

E 

sported  to— 

Pounds. 

Alexandria 

361,174 

1,951 

13,209 

55,10.S 

02,293 

New  York 

200 

Antw  erp  . . 

Rotterdam 

0,51'' 

Total 

Dresden 

500,447 

The  annual  crop  of  filberts  for  the  whole  district,  usually  esti- 
mated at  GOO.OOO  cantars  (of  1'24  pounds  each)  of  unshelled  nuts,  in 
1914  was  a  record  crop  of  1,'200,000  cantars,  representing  about 
$10,000,000,  of  which  hardly  $1,300,000  worth  of  filberts  have  been 
exported  from  the  Avholc  district.  The  remainder  is  being  held  for 
a  market. 

Exports  for  United  States. 

The  value  of  the  articles  invoiced  from  the  Trcbizond  consular 
district  (including  the  consulate  at  Trebizond  and  the  agency  at 
Samsoun)  for  the  United  States  during  1914  was  $2,557,o51.  against 
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$2,873,997  for  1913  and  $3,287,313  for  1912. 
value  were  as  follows : 


The  articles  and  their 


Articles. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

$98,463 

82S 

261 

1,190 

6,548 

$135 
930 

Okra                   

$2,046 
25,515 

143,460 

$14,056 
9,132 

ISO. 349 

$1,135 

Carpets  and  rugs... 

SI,  170 
3,434 
1,295 
4,198 

Seeds,  poppy 

Skins:  Goat,    kid, 

15,631 

1,301 
3,361 

4,546 
97, 207 
181,928 

85, 590 

Guts                 

Tobacco       

2,790,296    2.373.6.56 

2,163,778 

Nuts- 

Wool 

265 
1,547 

Alinon'ls    

All  other  articles... 
Total 

2.308 

1,809 

Filberts 

Walnuts 

198,174 
18, 720 

152,173 
132,226 

3,287,313 

2,873,997 

2, 557, 351 

Shipping  Returns. 

Steam  vessels  numbering  G62  and  sailing  vessels  totaling  4,782, 
with  a  total  registry  of  691,131  tons,  entered  the  port  of  Trebizond  in 
1914,  as  against  G36  steam  vessels  and  5,261  sailing  vessels  with  a  total 
tonnage  of  1,028,044  in  1913.  Ottoman  vessels — 372  steam  and  4,773 
sailing — had  the  greatest  tonnage,  251,948;  French  were  second,  num- 
bering 42  steam  vessels  with  a  total  tonnage  of  113,107 ;  and  Russian 
vessels  had  third  place,  numbering  69  steam  and  9  sailing  with  a 
total  tonnage  of  104,022.  The  remainder  were  Austrian,  Persian, 
Italian,  German,  British,  Greek,  Belgian,  Roumanian,  and  1  Ameri- 
can of  782  tons  registry. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  above  total  registry  of  694,131  tons  was 
for  military  purposes,  which  makes  the  difference  for  commerce  still 
greater  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

The  steamers  that  have  called  at  this  port  since  the  closing  of  the 
Dardanelles  have  been  from  Constantinople,  carrying  mostly  Gov; 
ernment  and  Red  Cross  supplies.  The  amount  of  other  goods  brought 
by  them  has  been  insignificant.  Some  filberts  have  also  been  exported 
by  these  steamers  via  Constantinople-Dedeagatch,  but  the  transit  did 
not  prove  encouraging;  besides  being  expensive,  it  took  over  three 
months  from  the  time  the  goods  left  Trebizond  to  the  time  they  were 
reshipped  at  Dedeagatch. 
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